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FIJI ASSOCIATION OF RADIO AMATEURS (FARA) ACTIVITY REPORT



The Fiji Association of Radio Amateurs (FARA) was founded by Richard Northcott, 3D2CM (now sk) and currently has 4 active members, with 3D2ER Raj Singh as President and 3D2AG Antoine N’Yeurt as Liaison Officer. A total of only 10 local resident amateur radio licenses have been issued in Fiji to date, with around 6 to 7 active stations scattered across the Fiji Islands. Because of the low membership numbers and geographic isolation of operators, the last time a quorum was reached for a meeting was on the 25th of February, 2004 and no meetings have taken place since.

Current activity is mostly on SSB and CW by active operators, with an increasing presence on digital modes such as PSK31, Olivia and Whisper. At the moment power restrictions are 150W PEP. While the number of resident operators is low, Fiji (3D2) consists of three DXCC entities (Fiji proper, Rotuma and Conway Reef) and there have been many DXpeditions over the years and many visiting amateur operators from overseas. Because there are no distinctions on resident and visitor callsigns at present, it is difficult to get a true picture of local activity.

Unlike some other countries such as the US or the UK, Fiji has not yet an organised Amateur Emergency Service but discussions have been initiated with the Telecommunications Authority of Fiji (TAF) towards the possibility of using local amateur radio resources in times of natural disasters as part of the country’s Disaster Risk Management strategy.

Challenges faced by local amateur operators include difficulty to accessing and servicing radio equipment, the lack of Government subsidies towards organising Radio Clubs and Amateur technical classes to raise awareness about the hobby and recruit young members, and the ageing and reduction in numbers of existing operators.
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